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ORGANIZATION AND ROLE OF CONGRESS IN FOREIGN 
POLICY: CONGRESSIONAL PERCEPTIONS 


R. Roger Majak 
Congressional Specialist 


TABLE 1 
Role of Congress 
Role of Individual 
‘Members. | Satisfied Dissatisfied 
Satisfied 68.2% 31.8% 
| (15) (9) 
- Dissatisfied 8.68 91.43 
(5) (53) n = 94. 
TABLE 2 
Role of Concress Role of Executive 
Overall View of Re- 
cent Foreign Policy Satisfied Dissatisfied Satisfied Dissatisfic 
Support - 26% 74% - 68.2% 31.83 
(13) ; (37) (30) (14) 
Oppose 11.18 88.9% 22.2% 77.88 
(1) : _ (8) n= 59 (2) 0 8 a 


NOTE: The survey data reported are based on a preliminary and 
partial analysis and should be regarded, therefore, as 
tentative and subject to revision. Interpretations of 
findings and any views and conclusions expressed are those 
of the author alone, and not*of-any other member of the 
Commission staff, or of the Cofiiiission on the Organization 


of Government for the Conduct of Foreign Policy or any of 
its member Commissioners. 
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(NOTE: The following atatrezent was used in ote interviews to intreduce the ceform proposals: "This next set of questions consists of bricf descriptions of 
sone proposais that have been made for changing the tole of Canzress in the area of foreign affairs. These proposals were picked more or less at randon 
from recent commencary about Congress and foreign policy. For cach proposa!. will you indicate whether you would strongly support it, support it, oppose it, 
or strongly oppose it. ror each proposal I would also like to kaow what you think the chances are such a proposal will be adop.ed within the next few years. : 
Do you think ic is extremely likel,, Likely, that,’ there ie sa poy chance, that it is unlikely or extremely unlikely that it will be adopted.") 
l. "Provide for the Secretary of State to appear periodically ou the floor of the House and Senate for questioning by Members.’ 
2. "Require the Executive Branch to tonify' budget catekories relating to foreign affairs, enabling Congress to consider a dinate authorization bill 
covering the foreign activities of all departments and agencies well before the start of each fiseal year." 
3. "Require tla Txecutive Branch to submit all 'executive agreenents' to Congress either as treaties for Senate ratification or as tentative agreements . ‘ 
to become effective unless both Houses disapprove by Joint Resolution within a specified time." 
0 &, "Bring mo:2 foreign-policy-related legislation, such as international trade, aiend and agriculture, under the direct jurisdiction of ‘the Foreign 
Affairs and Foreign Relations Committees." . 
‘ oS "Sive the GAO more authority to monitor overseas pecerams from a financial management point of view ~~ such as authorizing it, on request, to evaluate 
Vo. prograas of internotional organiz ations, and giving it "preaudit' authority and capacity.” - 
ie "Establish procedures to encourage more joint hearings and legislative action iy Senate Foreign Relations and House Foreign aes Comnittees 
7. “Combine existing Committees on Armed Services and Foreign Pelations (fcreign Affairs) to form a Committee on National Security in each House." 
sofa, "Establish an Executive-Legislative Committee to exchange information and views, keep track of EEPOEES to Congress, and arbitrate differences over 
Vv security classificacions on foreign policy information on a regular basis." 
9. “Specifically tia Executive Branch mhendins: authority in the foreign atfuirs field to full Congressional access to Executive Branch information and 
documents on foreiecn affairs.’ 
10. “Create a Congressional Foreign Affairs Research Institute to provide original, policy-oriented research by independent experts on foreign policy 
ve matters for Membere and Committees of Congress." 
ll. “fore precisely deka ne by law or informal agreement the responsibilities of the Executive Branch to consult and apeky Congress on important fonetens Tre 
policy matters. . 
12. "Create foreign affairs liaison offices, staffed by Congress and located within major Executive Branch agencies." ’ 
13. “Create a Cabinet “Department of Peace' to assume primary retponsibility within the Executive Branch for the formulation and conduct of foreign policy.” 
14. "Establish an Office of General Counsel to the Congress with authority tw represent Congressional interests in legal proceedings, including proceedings 
relating to foreign policy matters." 7 : 
: 15. "Increase Congreseional oversight of the CIA by appropriating funds for it directly (rather than through other agencies), by establishing a joint 
C comalittee ! to monitor Lt, by redefining its authority, or by other means, 2 : ’ 
16. “Revise the statutory mandate of.the-CIA to make it Eee to report intelligence information ard analysis equally to appropriute units 


of the Cong.csa aud the Executive Branch.” 
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